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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Congleton  Sural  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  .innual  Seport  for  the 
year  1972  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Rural 
District • 

This  will  be  the  last  occasion  on  which  I shall  be  engaged  in 
preparing  this  report,  as  v/ith  the  commencement  of  the  new  Local 
Government  Act  on  1st  April  197^  your  Authority  will  be  merged  with 
the  larger  District  under  the  reformed  Local  Government  Act.  It  is 
not  without  a great  deal  of  sadness  that  I have  to  mention  this  fact 
as  the  office  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  will  be  abolished,  an 
office,  I might  say,  which  has  been  in  existence  for  over  130  years 
and  during  this  period  has  helped  to  make  a profound  change  in  the 
social  and  medical  aspects  of  our  people.  This  office  has  been 
in  existence  for  so  long  that  it  is  recognised  for  what  it  is  by 
almost  every  section  of  the  Public  and  whenever  any  crisis  or 
problem  in  public  health  or  preventive  medicine  arises  inevitably 
your  Authority  and  the  people  know  where  to  turn  for  medical  advice 
and  help. 

There  will  be  no  replacement  as  such  by  a Medical  Officer 
employed  directly  by  the  new  District  as  all  the  health  functions 
previously  carried  out  by  County  Councils  and  County  District 
Councils  will  pass  under  the  aegis  of  the  Se.gional  and  Area  Health 
Authorities.  However,  in  the  field  of  environmental  health  the 
new  District  Councils  will  require  medical  advice  and  it  is 
proposed  to  furnish  this  by  the  creation  of  a new  appointment, 
namely  that  of  Community  Physician.  It  is  expected  that  under 
the  new  Act  a District  Community  Physician  will  have  a 
relationship  with  the  Local  Government  District  Councils  to  be 
available  to  give  advice  to  not  only  the  Environmental  Health 
Officer  but  to  others  of  the  Chief  Officers  so  requiring  it. 

This  relationship  I expect  will  be  formalised  so  that  it  is  known 
to  whom  a District  Council  may  turn  and  the  Community  Physician 
will  also  be  aware  of  his  responsibilities. 

I think  it  will  help  the  Council  if  I describe  briefly  what 
Community  Medicine  is  all  about  so  that  the  duties  of  the 
Community  Physician  can  be  clearly  understood. 

Community  Medici ne  is  that  branch  of  Medicine  which  deals 
with  populations  or  groups  rather  than  v;ith  individual  patients. 

In  the  context  of  the  national  system  of  medical  care,  it 
comprises  those  Doctors  who  try  to  measure  accurately  the  needs 
of  the  population  both  sick  and  well. 
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It  requires  to  bring  to  this  study  special  knov/ledge  of  the 
principles  of  epidemiology,  of  the  organisation  and  evaluation 
of  medical  care  systems,  of  the  medical  aspects  of  the 
administration  of  health  services  and  of  the  techniques  oi 
health  education  and  re-habilitation  which  are  comprised 
within  the  field  of  social  and  preventive  medicine. 

Community  Medicine  thus  brings  together  within  the  one 
discipline  those  who  are  presently  engaged  in  the  practice^ 
of  public  health,  in  the  administration  of  the  health  services 
whether  in  Hospital,  Local  Authority  or  Central  Government, 
in  relevant  research  and  those  responsible  for  undergraduate 
and  post  gi’aduate  education  in  the  University  Departments 
of  Social  Medicine. 

Those  Medical  Officers  who  will  be  responsible  for 
this  branch  of  the  service  will  be  knovm  as  Community 
Physicians  and  they  will  be  placed  at  Area  and  District 
level.  Indeed  there  will  be  a Community  Physician  in  the 
District  Management  Team  of  the  Area  Health  Authority. 

There  are  some  people  v;ho  feel  that  this  National  Health 
Service  Reorganisation  and  even  Local  Government  Reorganisation 
is  unnecessary  and  i;ill  be  expensive.  Nevertheless  these 
Acts  are  on  the  Statute  Book  and  v/ill  have  to  be  effectively 
and  efficiently  carried  out.  The  first  duty  in  every 
instance  is  towards  the  members  of  the  public  to  see  that 
they  get  a bet  er  service  either  from  the  District  Councils 
or  from  the  flealth  Authorities.  Every  effort  must  be  made  to 
forget  the  parochialism  of  the  past  in  order  that  the  future 
may  be  reasonably  bright . 

As  far  as  my  own  personal  position  is  concerned  I shall 
be  retiring  on  age  limit  in  March  1974  and  will  not  therefore 
be  available  to  participate  in  the  forthcoming  Reorganisation. 

I would,  therefore,  like  to  take  this  final  opportunity  of 
thanlcing  all  my  colleagues  who  at  present  vrork  for  your 
Council  for  the  very  many  happy  years  of  collaboration  and 
goodwill  I have  received  from  them  at  all  times.  Also  may 
I take  this  further  opportunity  of  wishing  the  new  District 
Council  well  in  its  new  and  important  task  and  may  it  always 
be  borne  in  mind  that  the  whole  object  of  both  exorcises, 
whether  in  Local  Government  or  Health,  is  to  try  and  give 
a better  service  to  the  ratepayer  and  the  taxpayer. 

I beg  to  remain. 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

L.  RICH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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The  figures  in  parentheses  throughout  this  report  are  for 

1971. 


STATISTICS  /I©  SOCI.AL  CONDITIONS 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 


Estimated  Population 
Births  Total 

Live  Births  - 


Legitimate 

313 

(308) 

Illegitimate 

6 

(8) 

Still  Births  - 

Legitimate 

1 

(3) 

Illegitimate 

0 

(-) 

20, 

,l80 

(19,270) 

Male 

Female 

159 

(156) 

154 

(152) 

3 

(4) 

3 

(4) 

1 

(2) 

0 

(1) 

0 

(-) 

0 

(-) 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population  mid 

1972  ...  i4.5  (i8.7) 

Live  birth  rate  for  England  and  'ales  per  1,000  of  population 

...  14.8  (16.0) 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

...  3.0  ( 9.0) 

Still  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births  ...  12.0  (12.0) 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  population 

...  0.04  ( 0.1) 


INF^J^TILE  MORTALITY  : 

The  total  number  of  deaths  is  shown  as  follows: 


Total  Male  Female 

Legitimate  6 (4)  5 (2)  1 (2) 

Illegitimate  0 (-)  0 (-)  0 (-) 

Infantile  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  19 

Infantile  mortality  rate  for  England  and  ’-’ales  ...  17 


Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  19 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  0 


(13) 

(18) 

(13) 

(-) 


DEATHS  : Total  Male  Female 

Deaths  (all  ages)  226  (234)  110  (120)  ll6  (134) 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population  ...  10.5  (10.0) 
Death  rate  for  England  and  V!ales  per  1,000  population  ..  12.1  (11.6) 
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The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  from  all  causae  wituln 
the  district  duiring  the  year. 


CAUSE 


Cholera 
Typhoid  Fever 

Bacilliary  dysentery  and  araoebiasis 

Enteritis  and  other  diarrhoeal  diseases 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

Other  tuberculosis,  including  late  effects 

Plague 

Diptheria 

IVhooping  Cough 

Stretococcal  sore  throat  and  scarlet  fever 

Meningococcal  infection 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

Smallpox 

Measles 

Typhus  and  other  rickettsieses 
Malaria 

Syphilis  and  its  sequelae 

All  other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

Malignant  neoplasm,  buccal  cavity  etc. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  oesophagus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
^Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  prostrate 
Other  malignant  neoplasms 

Benign  neoplasms  and  neoplasms  of  unspecified  nature 
Diabetes  mellitus 

Avitaminoses  and  other  nutritional  deficiency 

Anaemia 

Meningitis 

Multiple  Sclerosis 

Active  rheumatic  fever 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

Hypertensive  disease 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

Influenza 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 

Asthma 

Peptic  ulcer 


1 1 

iTOT/iL  I M/JiE ! FS^lALE 


1 

1 

4 

3 

9 

3 

2 

11 

2 


1 

7 

66 

7 

59 

11 


1 

1 

4 

3 

8 


6 

1 


4 

39 

4 

l6 

7 


1 

3 

2 

5 

1 


1 

3 

27 

3 
43 

4 


. . .cont ' d over. 


CAUSE: 

TOTAL 

MALE 

FEMALE 

Appendicitis 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 

1 

1 

— 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

2 

1 

1 

, Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

- 

- 

- 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

- 

- 

— 

Abortion 

— 

— 

— 

Other  complaints  of  pregnancy,  childbirth 

' 

and  the  puerperium 

- 

- 

- 

Congenital  anomalies 

3 

2 

1 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour  etc. 

: 1 

1 

- 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

1 

1 

- 

Symptoms  and  ill  defined  conditions 

5 

— 

5 

All  other  diseases 

— 

> 

— 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

1 

1 

All  other  accidents 

^ I 

! 1 

— 

Suicide  and  self  inflicted  injuries 

— 

All  other  external  causes 

I 

- 

- --  . 

22^ 

110 

116 

L_ 1 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  and  Maternal  Causes: 

Puerperal  Sepsis  0 (0) 

Other  Maternal  Causes  0 (0) 

Maternity  mortality  rate  per  1000  live  and  still  births.  0 
GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 


Clinic  Centre 

ATTENDANCES 

No.  of 
Clinics 

Held 

' 

Cases 
seen  by 
Doctor 

Average 

per 

Clinic 
Seen  by 
Doctor 

at 

ar 

pe 

Cl 

Born 

1972 

Born 

1971 

Born 

1970 

Tota5 

1st 

SUBS 

1st 

SUBS 

1st 

SUBS 

Goostroy 

46 

125 

62 

106 

83 

62 

464 

23 

207 

9.0 

c 

Holmes  Chapel 

165 

633 

181 

515 

197 

256 

1947 

. 52 

485 

9.3 

~2 

Mow  Cop 

32 

93 

3^ 

73 

33 

1 

266 

12 

88 

7.3 

2 

Rode  Heath 

^3 

278 

130 

270 

70 

22 

815 

22 

223 

10.1 

> 

Scholar  Green 

36 

204 

96 

154 

53 

17 

560 

167 

7.9 

2 
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The  names  of  the  Health  Visitors  covering  the  Rural  District 
are  as  follows 


Name: 

Harris  I (Mrs) 


Furness  H.  (Miss) 


Address: 

Clinic  Centre,  Platt  Avenue,  Sandbach 
Tel:  Sandbach  2970. 

Clinic  Centre,  Sandbach  Road  South, 
Alsager.  Tel.  Alsager  3215* 

Clinic  Centre,  Sandbach  Road  a)uth, 
Alsager.  Tel.  Alsager  3213 • 


Rae  S.O.  (Mrs) 


Ashfields  Clinic,  Platt  Avenue, 
Sandbach.  Tel.  Sandbach  2970. 


Hudson  L (Mrs) 


Ashfields  Clinic,  Platt  Avenue, 
Sandbach.  Tel.  Sandbach  2970. 


Papatheohar  S (Miss)  Clinic  Centre,  Nursery  Lane, 

Congleton.  Tel  Congleton  226l. 


Home  Nursing 


The  District  Nurses  serving  our  Area  act  in  double  capacity 
as  Home  Nurses  and  Midwives.  They  are  as  follows: - 


M.V.  YARNOLD. 
F.E.  CRONE. 

H.  BARRY. 

I.  HOYLE. 

R.  CLAY. 

A.T.  FSEHAN. 
C.M.  HIBBERT. 


3 Buck  Bean  Way,  Goostrey. 

9 Sadlers  Close,  Holmes  Chapel. 
2 Drenfell  Road,  Scholar  Green. 
9 Off ley  Avenue,  Sandbach. 

87  Platt  Avenue,  Sandbach. 

6A7  Crewe  Road,  Vheelock. 

11  Plant  Lane,  ELton  (Midwife). 


Holmes  Chapel  324A. 
Holmes  Chapel  3107. 
Kidsgrove  2929- 
Sandbach  2382. 
Sandbach  2236. 
Sandbach  2281. 
Sandbach  2336. 


We  are  constantly  enlarging  the  items  of  nursing  equipment 
available  for  assisting  patients  in  their  own  homes. 


Air  Beds.  Bed  Cradles. 

Air  Cushions.  Bed  Pans. 

Air  Rings.  Commodes. 

Back  Rests.  Crutches. 

Beds.  Eneuresis  bankets . 


Feeding  Cups.  Ripple  Bed. 

Hoist.  Rubber  Sheets. 

?Iandy  Spring  Pole.  Urine  ^ottles. 
Mackintosh  Sheets.  Special  Bed. 
Mattresses.  IVheel  Cliairs. 


We  ^e  also  finding  that  the  Disposable  Sheets  are  invaluable  for 
dealing  vath  cases  of  incontinence.  It  is  also  possible  in 
suitable  cases  to  provide  a "special  laundry'  service. 
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Chiropody: 

The  use  of  this  service  has  grown  enormously  and  the  demand  was 
so  great  that  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  reduce  the  number 
of  treatments  after  the  first  six  monthly  treatments  to  one 
treatment  every  tv/o  months.  However,  in  exceptional  cases  where  it 
is  necessary  to  give  the  treatment  more  frequently,  it  is 
possible  to  do  this  under  the  scheme. 

The  scale  for  Chiropody  are  as  follows: 

Free  Treatments  : Those  in  receipt  of  Social  Security  Benefit 

or  whose  income  does  not  exceed  £8.05  per 
week  in  the  case  of  single  persons  or 
£12.40  per  week  in  the  case  of  married 
couples. 

Half  cost  paid  by  Cheshire  County  Council  - when  income 

between  £8.05  und  £9*55  per  week  in  the 
case  of  single  persons.  When  income  is 
between  £12.41  and  £l4.40  per  week  in 
the  case  of  married  couples. 

This  scale  may  bo  varied  from  time  to  time. 

MEALS  ON  VHIEELS: 

The  Rural  District  is  fairly  extensively  covered  by  a Meals 
on  Wheels  service  and  I should  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the  work 
done  by  the  members  of  the  V/.R.V.S.  who  carry  out  this  service. 

6197  meals  were  served  during  the  year  in  the  Rural  area. 

In  order  to  compare  these  meals  being  served,  I have  got  out 
the  figures  of  meals  for  previous  years: 


1966 

• • • 

10,805 

1967 

• • • 

9,699 

1968 

• • • 

8,446 

1969 

• # • 

8,213 

1970 

• • • 

7,799 

1971 

• • • 

7,327 

Ag  can  be  seen  there  is  a considerable  reduction,  but  this  can 
probably  be  explained  by  the  fact  that  during  this  period  the 
V/elfare  Department,  now  the  Society  Services  Department,  liave 
developed  an  admirable  scheme  of  Day  Care  and  many  of  the 
recipients  who  would  normally  have  meals  delivered  to  their 
homes  are  now  taken  to  County  Homes,  daily  or  on  several 
occasions  during  the  week  and  thus  are  more  adequately  catered 
for.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  a reduction  of  one 
person  in  the  list  would  be  approximately  100  meals  less  in 
a year. 
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TMMTTNTfiATION  AND  VACClNt^TICii.'^ 


Completed  Primary  Courses  - Perso^  Under  Ago 
(.qmith-East  Cheshire^ 


Re-inforcing  Doses  - Persons  Under 
Age  l6  (South-East  Cheshire 


Type  of  Vaccine, 

Year  of  Birth 

Others 

Under 

16 

Total 

1972 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968-65 

At 

Clinics 

By 

G.P's 

Quadruple 

-i- 

Triple  (D/W.C./T) 

- 

5 

12 

3 

1075 

39 

450 

684 

Diphtheria/V/hooping  Couglr 

- 

— 

— 

— 

«• 

— 

Diphtheria/Tetanus 

- 

- 

- 

— 

79 

313 

: 170 

222 

Diphtheria 

- 

— 

— 

mm 

Whooping  C ough 

- 

- 

— 

Tetanus 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

539 

438 

101 

Polio  Salk 

- 

•• 

Polio-Sabin 



L 

— 

1 

1 



74 

1 787 

610 

252 

' PUBLIC  PIEALTH  LABORATORY  SERVICE 


A now  Laboratory  has  opened  at  Chester  which  we  find  more  convenient 
than  going  to  Manchester. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


Congleton  Rural  District  is  supplied  with  River  Dee  water  from 
the  Hurleston  Treatment  Works  supplemented  by  local  underground 
water  from  the  Mow  Cop  borehole. 

River  Dee  v/ater  is  moderately  hard, Mow  Cop  water  fairly  hard. 
Regular  bacteriological  samples  are  taken  in  all  districts 
and  the  water  has  been  generally  satisfactory  both  in  quantity 
and  quality. 

Extension  of  mains  have  been  carried  out  in  all  districts  to 
serve  new  housing  development  and  in  some  cases  to  improve 
existing  supplies. 

PREViALENCE  OF  .\UD  CONTROL  OVER  II>IFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Tuberculosis 

Cases  were  notified  and  the  number  of  people  on  register  at 
31st  December  1972  is  shown  below: 

Cases  on  Register  at  31st  December  1972 


Jp  to 

1 yr. 

1-4 

15-24 

25-5^ 

35-44 

45-54 

55-64 

65  8c 
Over 

Male  Pulmonary 

ir' 

— 

— 

1 

5 

4 

4 

5 

2 

Female  Pulmonary 

- 

- 

1 

3 

2 

4 

4 

2 

1 

Male  Mon-Pulmonary 

- 

- 

— 

1 

3 

4 

— 

2 

2 

Female  Mon-Pulmonary 

* 

•• 

1 

6 

2 

2 

2 

3 

For  the  purpose  of  comparison  I have  recorded  the  notifications 
of  Tuberculosis  during  1972  in  conjunction  with  the  notifications 
of  the  disease  received  each  year  since  196^, 

. . .cont ’ d over. . . 
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Notifications  - 19^3  to  1972 
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Deaths  - 1963  to  1^72. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

(Other  than  Tuberculosis)  durinp;  the  Year  1972 


Age 

Distribution 

Cases 

Un 

1 

der 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5-9 

10-14 

15-24 

25+ 

Total 

Admit- 
ted to 
Hosp. 

C 

1' 

’ 

Dysentery 

- 

1 

- 

- . 

I - 

- 

- 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Infective  Jaundice 

- 

— 

— 

- 

3 

1 

2 

9 

15 

1 

Measles 

2 

5 

5 

6 

6 

28 

16 

2 

4 

75 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

2 

6 

- 

1 

- 

9 

— 

Opthalmia  Neonatorurr 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Meningitis 

; 

— 

— 

— 

•• 

• 

1 
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SEWERAGE 


NORTHERN  AREA  DRAIMAGE  SCHEME 

This  two  year  contract  commenced  in  May  and  since  then  work  has 
proceeded  very  rapidly#  Most  of  the  30  kilometres  of  sewers  ave 
laid  and  the  flow  from  the  existing  overloaded  sewage  treatment  works 
at  Goostrey,  Brereton  Green  and  Twemlow  will  be  diverted  to  the  wor  s 
at  Holmes  Chapel  as  soon  as  the  enlargements  there,  are  substantially 
complete.  The  scheme  provides  for  the  connection  of  275  properties 
to  the  sewer  for  the  first  time  and  these  are  situated  in  Brereton 
Heath  Lane,  Moss  Lane  and  Holmes  Chapel  Road  in  the  Parish  of^ 

Brereton;  Northwich  Road,  New  Platt  Lane,  Middlewich  Road,  Kings  Lane, 
06ik  Tree  Lane,  Goostrey  Lane,  Twemlow  Lane,  Knutsford  Road  and 
Hermitage  Drive  in  the  Parish  of  Cranage  and  parts  of  the  Parish  of 
Twemlow.  The  scheme  will  also  provide  new  sewers  in  the  centre  of 
Holmes  Chapel# 

EASTERN  AREA  DRAINAGE  SCHEME 


During  the  year  \i/ork  commenced  on  this  scheme  which  provides  for 
the  construction  of  sewers  for  the  first  time  in  Holmes  Chapel  Road, 
Chelford  Road,  Back  Lane  and  Blackfirs  Lane  (part)  in  the  Parish  of 
Somerford;  and  Newcastle  Road,  Peel  Lane,  Peel  Drive,  School  Lane 
and  Astbury  Village  in  the  Parish  of  Newbold  Astbury# 

The  sewage  from  these  areas  will  discharge  to  Congleton  Borough 
and  an  agreement  has  been  made  between  the  two  Authorities  whereby 
the  Rural  District  Council  will  pay  the  Borough  Council  for  the 
treatment  of  sewage# 

This  two  year  Contract  will  be  complete  in  197^  and  will  connect 
120  properties  to  the  sewer  for  the  first  time. 

SOUTHERN  AREA  DRAINAGE  SCHEME 


Work  is  proceeding  on  the  design  of  this  scheme  and  the  work  is 
being  programmed  to  enable  this  scheme  to  start  as  the  Northern  Aeea 
Drainage  Scheme  is  completed  in  mid  1974. 

The  Southern  Area  Drainage  Scheme  will  provide  forj-* 

1#  The  provision  of  sewers  for  the  first  time  in; 

(a)  Ackers  Crossing  in  the  Parish  of  Moreton  cum  Alcumlow. 

(b)  Druraber  Lane  and  Station  Road  (part)  in  the  Parish  of  Odd  Rode. 


14. 


The  centralisation  of  sewage  treatment  at  the  Lawton  Gate  Works 
and  the  abandonment  of  existing  (overloaded)  works  at:- 

(a)  Odd  Rode* 

(b)  Lawton  Heath  End. 

(c)  Crewe  Road,  Church  Lawton,  (septic  tank). 

The  replacement  of  overloaded  sewers  in  Scholar  Green  and  The  Bank* 

The  enlargement  of  the  Lawton  Gate  Sewage  Treatment  Works  to  take 
the  increased  flow  from  the  other  works  and  to  provide  capacity 
for  future  development  which  is  forecast* 


HOUSING 


CHURCH  HULME 

The  Council  has  decided  to  proceed  with  a scheme  to  e^^^t  10 
old  persons'  bungalows  on  land  at  Macclesfield  Road,  Holmes  Chapel, 
part  of  which  is  used  for  a car  park.  A design  has  been  prepare 
and  tenders  will  be  invited  as  soon  as  the  necessary  approval  from 
the  Department  of  The  Environment  has  been  received. 

At  Middlewich  Road,  Holmes  Chapel,  the  Council  proposes  to 
purchase  a site  from  a private  developer  on  which  it  is  intended  to 
build  l4  bungalows, 

GOOSTREY 

A scheme  has  been  prepared  for  the  erection  of  three  bungalows  at 
Orchard  Close,  These  bungalows  have  been  designed  in  all  respects 
to  accommodate  disabled  persons.  Attention  has  been  paid  not  only 
to  the  layout  but  also  to  the  choice  of  fittings  to  meet  the  needs 
of  the  disabled.  Tenders  have  been  invited  for  this  project. 

At  Sandy  Lane,  a preliminary  layout  has  been  prepared  for  the 
erection  of  approximately  30  dwellings.  Before  proceeding  with 
this  scheme,  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  up  to  adoption  standards 
that  part  of  Sandy  Lane  between  Booth  Bed  Lane  and  the  site , 
in  order  to  gain  a proper  access, 

ODD  RODE 


At  Rode  Heath  th©  Contract  for  the  erection  of  l6  houses  and 
12  bungalows  is  nearing  completion.  The  scheme  provided  accommodation 
for  a Warden  to  supervise  the  bungalows,  and  a speech  system  of 
intercommunication  has  been  installed.  Two  of  the  bungalows  have  been 
adapted  to  accommodate  disabled  persons. 

MODERNISATION  OF  COUNCIL  HOUSES 


Throughout  the  year,  the  Council  has  continued  with  its  programme 
of  modernisation  for  its  older  houses. At  Middlewich  Road,  Cranage, 
five  houses  have  been  improved  by  the  Direct  Labour  team  and  here  W.C.s. 
were  provided  for  the  first  time.  Other  houses  improved  by  this 
team  include  Booth  Bed  Lane,  Goostrey  (6)  and  Middlewich  Road 
Holmes  Chapel  (9).  ’ 


The  Council  is  also  undertaking  some  improvements  by  contract  and 

let  for  improvements  at  Mill  Lane,  Brereton 
W Poolwood  Cottages  Somerford  (4),  Holly  Cottages,  Somerford  Booths 
(6)  and  Swettenham  Heath  (4)  and, for  the  second  contract  at 
Blackden  (6),  Goostrey  Lane,  Cranage  (6)  and  Leese  (4).  * 


16, 


GENERAL 


During  the  year,  a number  of  minor  projects  have  been  undertaken 
including  the  provision  of  garages  at  Peel  Drive,  Astbury,  the 
improvement  of  garage  sites  at  Drenfell  Road  and  Rode  Heath  and  the 
widening  of  carriageway  at  St.  Oswald’s  Crescent,  Brereton. 

PRIVATE  HOUSING 

During  1972,  80  private  houses  were  completed  in  the  District. 
These  were  in  various  Parishes  as  follows: - 


Betchton 

1 

Brereton 

1 

Church  Hulme 

23 

Church  Lawton 

1 

Goostrey 

25 

Odd  Rode 

28 

Somerford 

1 

Total  80 


17. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


CLEANSING 

No  increase  in  the  establishment  of  perso^el  has  be£?n  found 
necessary  over  the  year,  but  during  a review  of  the  work 
study  incentive  bonus  scheme,  it  was  found  necessary  to 
transfer  some  of  the  work  from  the  existing  three  teams  to 
a fourth  team  instituted  shortly  after  the  inception  of  the 
scheme.  By  reason  of  a policy  of  progressive  conversion 
to  bin  liners,  the  establishment  has  been  contained  and 
it  is  probable  that  this  scheme  will  be  further  extended 
as  the  necessity  arises. 

During  the  year  a new  15  cu.yd.  ram  ejection  Norba/ICarrier 
vehicle  was  received  and  the  establishment  now  consists  of 
four  such  screw  compression  type  of  vehicles.  Difficulty 
does  occur  with  access  in  a few  parts  of  the  area  owing  to 
the  size  of  the  vehicle,  but  the  problem  is  not  sufficiently 
extensive  to  warrant  the  use  of  a special  small  vehicle  for 
the  purpose.  The  ram  ejection  vehicle  has  been  found 
eminently  suitable  for  the  collection  of  bulky  refuse 
merely  by  raising  the  screw  compression  mechanism  at  the 
rear  and  giving  adequate  clearance. 

A routine  system  for  servicing  and  maintenance  has  been 
instituted  with  a recording  procedure  in  order  to  comply 
with  the  regulations  now  operative  for  refuse  collection 
vehicles. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL 


There  has  been  no  change  in  the  system  for  disposal  of 
refuse  throughout  the  district,  a proportion  going  to  the 
pulverisation  plant  at  Alsager  and  the  remainder  to  the 
Council's  tip  at  Arclid. 

The  service  for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  bulky  household 
refuse  continues  to  grow  and  during  1972,  4o6  visits  were 
made  for  this  purpose. 

SALVAGE 


The  following  details  the  work  during  1972.  (Figures  for 
1971  are  shown  in  parenthesis) 


Receipts 

Weights 

Revenue 

c.  q.  (t.  c.  q.) 

£ 

P (£  P) 

Container  waste 

6 15  2 6 4 2 

55 

75  ^46  26) 

Expenditur<^  plus 
Labour 


NIGHTSOIL  AND  SEPTIC  TANICS 


The  Council  received  delivery  of  a new  Dodge/Molex  cesspool 
emptier  of  2,000  gallon  capacity.  This  was  one  of  the  first 
mobile  pumps  of  this  manufacture  employed  in  this  type  of 
work  and  has  since  proved  most  satisfactory. 


The  following  tanks  were  serviced  during  the  year:- 


Domestic 
Non  Domestic 

Council  Houses/Sewage  Works 
Outside  the  area 


~ 392  loads  removed  from  377  installations 

- 270  loads  removed  from  161  installatior.s 

- 168  loads  removed  from  132  installations 

- 19  loads  removed  from  19  installations 


TOTAL 


849  loads  removed  from  709  installations 

(791)  (611) 


CONVERSIONS 


Conversions  of  closets  and  vaults  has  continued  throughout 
the  year  and  there  are  now  less  than  100  closets  serviced 
throughout  the  Rural  District. 


VEHICLE  STATISTICS 


?eg.  No, 

^43  NFM 


>67  LG 


IDB  283D 


JLG  877F 
IMA  193H 
^T  746j 
m 107K 

ITU  638K 


Model 

Duty 

Miles 

Galls 

Oil 

M.P.G. 

Karrier  Gamecock 

(Sold  for  Scrap 

Refuse  Collection 

950 

0 

• 

3 

Petrol 

16.10.72) 

from 

local 

garage 

Bedford  Eagle  Cesspool  Nightsoil  and 

1,883 

190 

22 

9.8 

Emptier 

Septic  Tanks 

(Sold  16.8.72) 

Bedford  Eagle 

Refuse  Collection 

2,303 

344 

35 

6.7 

Crushload 

(Sold  for  scrap 

12.10.72) 

Karri er/Norba 

Refuse  Collection 

8,209 

l,'t77 

365 

5.6 

Karrier/Norba 

Refuse  Collection 

7,278 

1,401 

139 

5.2 

Karrier/Norba 

Refuse  Collections  7,522 

1,560 

110 

4.8 

Dodge/Molex 

Nightsoil  and 

9,201 

1,026 

77 

8.9 

(Delivered  3«2.72) 

Septic  Tanks 

Karrier/Norba 

Refuse  Collection 

2,509 

440 

30 

5.7 

(Delivered  14,2.72) 

39,855 

781 

6.2 

( 

(5,724) (537) 

(6.0) 

>94  STU  Fordson  Tractor  Refuse  Tips,  Sewage  Works,  Etc. 

’rack  Marshall  1100  Loader  Refuse  Tips,  Sewage  Works,  Etc. 


19. 


FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREI-IISES 


Routine  inspections  of  a hospital  arranged  last  year  at  the 
invitation  of  the  Management  Committee  have  now  been  extended 
to  include  both  hospitals  v/ithin  the  Council's  Area. 

The  following  matters  have  been  the  subject  of  letters  sent 
to  four  premises  regardirig  unsatisfactory  conditions 

iirticle  9 - Protection  of  food  against  contamination  1 

Article  16  - Cleanliness  of  saritary  conveniences  2 

Article  18  - Provision  of  wash-hand  basin,  nailbrush  etc.  2 

iirticle  19  ~ Provision  of  first-aid  materials  1 

Article  20  - Accommodation  for  clothing  1 

Article  24  - Facilities  for  washing  food  and  equipment  1 

i\rticle  25  - Cleanliness  of  food  rooms,  etc.  1 

Article  26  - Accumulation  of  refuse  1 

10 

The  following  types  of  food  premises  are  located  in  this  area;- 

Grocers  and  General  33 

Public  Houses  23 

Public  Houses  and  Licensed  Clubs  with  Restaurants  13 

Cafes  9 

Sweets  and  Confectionery  18 

Off  Licence  2 

Bakehouses  2 

Village  and  Church  Halls  'll 

Village  Halls  used  as  School  Canteens  1 

School  Canteens^ 

School  Kitchens  3 

Butchers  g 

Fish  and  Chips  2 

Factory  Canteens  g 

Chemists  ^ 

Food  Warehouse  ^ 

Dairy  ^ 

total  154 


20. 


SLAUGIiTSRHOUSES  AND  MEAT  INSPECTI ON 


The  one  slaughterhouse  has  continued  to  operate  solely  for  use  at 
the  shop  premises#  The  following  are  details  of  the  work;— 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CATTLE  SHEEP 

CONDE^^NED  EXCLUDING  COWS  AI^D  CAT.VES 

COWS  LAMBS 

Number  Killed 
Number  Not  inspected 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculoses 
and  Cystecerci 

Whole  carcasses  condemned 
Carcasses  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculoses  and  cysticerci 

Tuberculosis  Only 
V/holc  carcasses  condemned 

Carcasses  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Cystic ercosis  - - 2 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT  1938 

Two  licenoes  were  issued  to  people  residing  in  the  area. 

MILK  SUPPLIES  - BRUCELLA  ABORTUS 

The  following  table  indicates  results  of  samples  taken  by  the  Cheshire 
County  Council  during  the  year;- 

Total  Submitted  Number 

Brucella  Positive 

Bulk  Samples  25 

Dealers  Samples 
(Herd  Samples)  219 

Individual  Cow  Samples 

At  the  end  of  1972  there  were  17  dairy  herds  in  the  District  from 
which  milk  was  sold  raw  to  the  public . 

The  routine  procedure  of  service  of  Notices  under  Section  20  of  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Act  1959  where  a herd  reveals  a brucella  culture 
positive  samples  continues  to  be  followed. 

21. 


NUISANCES 


Problems  of  nuisance  arising  from  the  operation  of  heavy  goods 
vehicles  from  a premises  within  residential  areas  have  cai^e 
considerable  concern.  In  the  light  of  long  standing  planning 
permissions  to  operate  such  businesses,  the  change  in  the 
character  of  the  vehicles  employed  and  the  timing  of  the 
journeys  to  fit  in  with  the  statutory  driving  times,  present 

apparently  insoluble  problems. 

l/hilst  accepting  that  no-one  receives  planning  permission  to 
create  a statutory  nuisance,  the  necessity  to  operate  such  a 
business  so  as  to  be  economically  viable,  does  conflict  with 
the  interests  and  reasonable  comfort  of  nearby  residents 
The  only  possibility  would  appear  to  be  in  such  Cases  to 
secure  some  measure  of  abatement  of  nuisance  by  a diplomatic 
informal  approach  and  the  hope  of  achieving  some  voluntary 
agreement. 

The  population  generally  are  becoming  far  more  environmental 
pollution  conscious  and  there  is  an  encouraging  response  from 
large  industrialists  to  attempt  to  secure  reasonably  high 
standards.  The  appointment  of  Environmertal  Control  Officers 
to  such  firms  is  indeed  of  considerable  assistamce  to 
Local  Authorities. 


One  large  industrial  concern  invited  members  of  the  Council 
to  attend  an  informal  meeting  when  proposed  extensions  to 
the  factory  could  be  discussed  having  in  mind,  amongst  other 
things,  any  effect  on  the  environment.  Such  an  approach  was 
greatly  welcomed  and  indicates  clearly  the  new  look  which 
much  of  the  industry  has  to  its  environmental  problems. 


Statutory  Notices  were  served  during  the  year  in  respect  of 
nuisances  under  the  following  provisions 


Section  24 

45 

4? 

75 

158 


- Defective  public  sewer 

- Defective  closets 

- Closet  conversions 

- Provision  of  dustbin 

- Provide  water  supply 


4 

1 (carried  out  in  default) 

6 (carried  out  in  default  1) 
1 

2 


22. 


FACTORIES  AND  V.ORKPLACICS 


The  following  details  are  given  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year 
under  review 

No.  on  Inspections  No.  of  Occupiers 
Register  V/ritten  Prosecuted 

Notices 


1 . Factories  in  which  Sections 

2,  3»  ^ and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

2.  Factories  not  included  in  (1) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 


NIL 


by  Local  Authorities 

63 

15 

2 

3.  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 

is  enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority  (excluding  outworkers 

premises) 

1 

1 

- _ 

TOTALS 

64 

16 

2 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILV/AY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 

Practically  the  whole  of  the 

registered  premises  have 

received  a routine 

visit  during  the  twelve  months  and  the  following  table 

gives  details:- 

Class  of  Premises 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Number  of 

premises 

registered 

registered  premises 

registered 

premises  at 

receiving  inspections 

during  the 

end  of  year 

during  the  year 

year 

Offices 

0 

15 

8 

Retail  Shops 

7 

27 

15 

Wholesale  Shops,  ''/arehouses 

- 

- 

— 

Catering  Establishments  open 

to  the  public,  Canteens 

0 

12 

12 

Fuel  Stbrage  Depots 

0 

1 

1 

Totals 

7 

55 

34 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered  Premises 
under  the  Act 9^ 
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ANALYSIS  OF  CONmWENTIONS 


Number  of 

Contraventions  Found 


Section  4 
Section  5 
Section  6 
Section  7 
Section  8 
Section  9 
Section  10 
Section  11 
Section  12 
Section  13 
Section  14 
Section  15 
Section  16 
Section  17 
Section  l8 

Section  17 

Section  23 
Section  24 


Cleanliness  •••  •* 

Overcrowding  •••  

Temperature  •••  

Ventilation  •••  •••  •••  •••  •• 

Lighting  •••  •••  •••  •• 

Sanitary  Conveniences  •• 

Washing  Facilities •• 

Supply  of  Drinking  Water  • ... 

Clothing  Accommodation  •••  ••• 

Sitting  Facilities  

Seats  (Sedentary  Workers) 

Eating  Facilities  ...  

Floors,  Passages  and  Stairs  

Fencing  exposed  parts  of  machinery. 
Protection  of  young  persons  from 

dangerous  machinery  

Training  of  young  people  working  at 

dangerous  machinery  

Prohibition  of  heavy  work.  ...  ,. 

First  Aid  - General  Provisions.  .. 
Other  Matters ... 


3 

1 

1 

4 
3 


2 


4 

1 


T0T.1LS 
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No  accidents  have  been  reported  during  the  year. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTION.^ 


The  following  inspections  and  visits  have  been  made  during  the  year;- 


Animal  Boarding  Establishment  Act  I963  ...  ... 

Animals  - Keeping  of...  

Caravans ... 

Conversions 

Clean  Air  Act  

Drainage  - Including  Septic  Tanks  

Dustbins  ...  

Factory  - With  Mechanical  Power  

- Without  Mechanical  Power  

- Out  Workers 

Food  Premises  - General  

- Bakehouses  ..  ...  

- Butchers  ....  ..  

- Cafe  and  Canteens.  ..  ...  ... 

- Dairy,  Etc 

- Fish  and  Chips  • . • 

- Ice  Cream  ...  ... 

- Hotels  and  Public  Houses  . ... 

- Slaughterhouses  • • 

- Unsound  ^ood ...  ... 

- Vehicles  

Farm  - Sanitary  Conveniences  for  Out  Workers  .. 
Housing  - General  

- Overcrowding  •••  . ...  ..  ...  ... 

- Council  House  Applications  

- Housing  Acts  19^9  and  1971  - Grants  . 

- Housing  Management . ...  . . ...  ... 

Infectious  Disease  - General.  ... 

- Food  Poisoning  

Insect  Pests  ...  ...  ...  ...  • 

Insect  Pests  - Disinfestation ... 

Miscellaneous  - Interviews,  meetings,  etc.  ... 

Nuisance  - General  and  Housing 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  19^3  .» 

petroleum 

Rodent  Control  

Scavenging  - General  . . 

- Tips  

- Teams  at  Work 

- Garages  . . 

Water  Supply  


• • • • • 

• • • • • 

• • • • • 

• • « • • 


20 

18 

2 

36 

21 

5 

4 

43 

1 

13 

13 


4 

42 

68 

8 

160 

168 

408 

145 

10 


TOTAL 


71 

159 

22 

43 

17 

81 

59 

10 

294 

15 

1,972 


CONVERSIONS 


The  conversion  of  closets  in  the  parish  of  Rode  Heath,  following 
provision  of  the  sewer  is  now  complete.  There  are  now  less  than 
a hundred  properties  in  the  whole  of  the  district  not  having 
water  closets.  In  view  of  the  extensive  laying  of  sewers  at 
present  in  progress  and  planned  for  the  future,  this  number 
should  be  reduced  further  within  the  near  future. 


CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  Pg/ELOPi^NT  ACT,  i960 

At  the  end  of  1972  there  were  seventy  residential  caravans 
occupied  and  during  the  year  one  hundred  and  six  recreational 
caravans.  These  vans  were  sited  as  follows: - 


Residential 


20  individual  sites 
1 site  for  50  caravans 


Recreational 


3 sites  for  total  of 
106  caravans. 


RODEI^IT  CONTROL 

This  work  and.  that  of  insect  infestation  control  is  carried  out 
by  a full-time  operative  who  is  supplied  with  a van. 

The  bi-annual  meetings  of  the  East  Cheshire  Pests  Committee 
sponsored  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food 
continue  to  be  of  great  help  in  this  work  by  reason  of  the 
technical  advice  given. 

Sewers  were  again  found  to  be  negative  on  test  baiting. 

The  following  details  are  given  of  the  work  carried  out. 


Number  Treated 


Number  of 


Private  Houses 

Refuse  Tips  and  Sewage  Works 
Industrial  and  Trade  Premise 
Farms 


283 

28 

64 

3B9 


268 

299 

662 

1M7 


26. 


WATER  SUPPLY 


Thsre  ap© « at  t A0  moniaat  y 3^  houses  and.  fai'ms  in  this  district 
who  rely  on  individual  private  water  supplies. 

During  the  year  a farm  and  a cottage  were  found  to  have  a 
heavy  nitrate  content  above  the  World  Health  Organisation 
level,  ^“^ains  water  was  able  to  be  made  available  to  both 
properties  who  connected  to  it. 


The  necessity  for  periodical  chemical  analysis  is  evident 
and  has  been  agreed  in  appropriate  cases. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  number  of  houses  and 
populations  on  mains  water  in  each  parish.  None  of  these 
premises  receive  water  from  a standpipe,  but  all  have  a 
supply  direct  to  the  house  from  a public  water  main  with 
the  exceptions  indicated  above 


Parish 


Number  of  Houses  Population 


Arc lid 

Betchton 

Rradwall 

Brereton 

Church  Hulme 

Church  Lawton 

Cranage 

Goostrey 

Great  More ton 

Hassall 

Hulme  Wal field 

Moston 

Newbold  As t bury 
Odd  Rode 
Smallwood 
Some r ford 
Soraerford  Booths 
Swettenham 
Twemlow 


TOTALS 


51 

501 

352 

991 

61 

160 

357 

1,029 

1,266 

3,568 

875 

2,3't5 

266 

1,504 

7^2 

2,189 

67 

215 

80 

223 

44 

129 

148 

4l4 

198 

579 

1,412 

4,897 

183 

489 

107 

315 

66 

179 

96 

289 

57 

174 

20,190 

PETROLEUM  CONSOLIDjiTIOK  ACT,  1928 


Fifty  nremises  are  licensed  for  the  storage  of  petrol  and 
SfiLr^nrby  the  Fire  Officer  and  the  Health  Inspector 


alternatively. 


27. 


ANIim  BOARDING  ESTABLISHI-IENTS 

There  are  three  such  establishments  in  the  area. 

HOUSING 

The  following  action  has  been  taken  during  the  year  with 
unfit  houses 


2 

3 

3 

4 
2 
2 
7 

12 

1 

3 


Closing  Orders 
Undertakings  Accepted 
Demolition  Orders 
Houses  Demolished 
Closing  Orders  Determined 
Undertakings  Cancelled 
Number  of  Families  rehoused 
Number  of  persons  rehoused 
Fajnilies  otherwise  displaced 
Persons  otherwise  displaced 


At  the  ond  of  1972,  57  vacant  houses  were  the  subject  of 
Demolition  Orders,  Closing  Orders  or  Undertakings.  Two 
unfit  houses  were  occupied  compared  with  eleven  at  the 
end  of  1969*  Ten  additional  properties  were  declared 
unfit  during  the  year. 


28 


The  following  table  indicates  the  works  carried  out  on  grant  schemes 

STAIJD.^D 


Owner/Occupiers 

Tenanted 

Standard 

Standard 

5 Point 

5 Point 

5 Point  3 Point 

Number 

of  applicatior-s  received 

16 

5 

Number 

of  applicationfj  approved 

19 

- 

3 

Number 

of  applications  refused 

— 

- 

- 

Number 

of  dwellings  improved 

14 

- 

k 

Amount 

paid  in  grants  

• • • • • 

£3,845.27p 

Average  per  house  

£ 213. 62p 

Number 

of  amenities  provided:- 

(a) 

fixed  bath 

9 

(b) 

Shower 

- 

(c) 

wash-hand  basin 

15 

(d) 

hot  water  supply  (to  any 

fitting) 

13 

(e) 

water  closet 

(i)  within  the  dwelling 

17 

(ii)  accessible  from  dwelling 

- 

(f) 

food  store 

- 

discretionary 

Owner/Occupiers 

Tenants 

Number 

of  applications  received 

55 

1 

Number 

of  applications  refused 

- 

- 

Number 

of  applicatiors  approved 

44 

1 

Number  of  dwellings  improved 

/jnount  paid  in  grants  

Average  per  house  

42 

.£36,36l.4lp 

£ 790. 46p 

4 
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